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Contents
Hiked the Blyde River Canyon trails through the

deepest green canyon in the world

Walked the Kruger National Park bush trails with a
guide

Visited the cultural villages at Loopspruit,
Botshabelo, Matsamo, Ebutsini and Hazyview

Mountain biked down the escarpment on the
Sabie Trail

Birdwatched at Wakkerstroom and the Southern
Grasslands

Ridden the escarpment horse trails

Fished for trout on the dams and rivers of
Dullstroom, Belfast, Mashishing, Machadodorp,

Wakkerstroom and Waterval Boven

Swung over the Panorama gorges on a high wire

Driven the many panoramic routes across  the
escarpment

Parasailed over the grasslands of Wakkerstroom
and Volksrust

Stood in awe at the dramatic view of the Blyde
River Canyon

Explored the southern grassland archaeological
sites from Ermelo

Flown in a microlight over the escarpment and
lowveld

Photographed the sculptural wonder of the
Bourke’s Luck Potholes

Taken an historical gold mining tour of Pilgrim’s
Rest and Barberton, or panned for gold

Taken a night game drive in a game park

Visited the authentic Matsamo Cultural Park at
Jeppe’s Reef

Taken an early morning balloon safari over the
lowveld

Run the rapids on the Sabie or Komati rivers

Played golf at Skukuza in the Kruger National Park
or at the many other Mpumalanga courses 

Fished the highveld dams for carp or yellow fish

Tackled a tiger fish in the Komati River at
Komatipoort

Spent a night surrounded by the sounds of an
African night

Walked the Lowveld National Botanic Gardens at
Nelspruit

Visited the Sudwala or the Echo Caves

Eaten the tropical fruits of the Mpumalanga
orchards

Stood at God’s Window with the world at your feet

Spent the day with elephants and enjoyed an
elephant back ride

Or
Just enjoy the wonderful hospitality that

Mpumalanga offers

Attended a FIFA World Cup event?
Nelspruit has been appointed a Host City

For the FIFA World Cup 2010 South Africa
Lone Creek Falls - Sabie
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Attractions range from game viewing and bird
watching, to scenic drives across the valleys and
peaks of the vast escarpment landscape, cultural
and historic gold mining villages. An abundance of
accommodation options  combine to make
Mpumalanga an exciting African tourism
destination. 

The cultural heritage of the province is both varied
and extremely colourful. From the exquisite
Ndebele beadwork and hut painting in the
highveld to the crafts of the lowveld, a unique
insight is offered into the lives and cultural heritage
of the people.

Those who seek the mystique and diversity of the
African bushveld, the natural drama of both the
scenery and the
wildlife, or wish to
simply relax in the
varied
environments in an
idyllic climate, all
will be welcomed
by the people of
Mpumalanga with
a special warmth
for which the
province is so
famous.

The province of Mpumalanga is located in the
north eastern region of South Africa, and is
bordered by Mozambique to the east and the
Kingdom of Swaziland to the south and east.
Mpumalanga also shares common borders with the
Limpopo Province to the north, Gauteng to the
west, the Free State to the south west and KwaZulu-
Natal to the south east. Mpumalanga’s capital city,
Nelspruit, is one of the fastest growing centres in
South Africa. The economy of the region as a whole
is supported principally by heavy industry,
manufacture, coal mining, agriculture, forestry,
power generation and tourism.

Mpumalanga’s climate and topography vary from
cool highveld grasslands at an average of 1600m
above sea level, through the middleveld and
escarpment, to the sub tropical lowveld plains
towards the Kruger National Park and the private
game reserves on the eastern borders.

In a recent tourism survey, scenic beauty, climate,
cultural attractions and wildlife were voted to be
the most attractive features of South Africa. It is in
the province of Mpumalanga that the visitor will
find an abundance of all four. It is difficult to
conceive of an area of greater cultural history,
scenic and wildlife diversity anywhere in the world,
and a visit to South Africa would not be complete
without a visit to this province. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
AIRPORT TELEPHONE NUMBERS

Kruger Mpumalanga Int. Airport 013 753 7500
O.R. Tambo International Airport 086 727 7888
Grand Central - Johannesburg 011 805 3166
Lanseria Int. - Johannesburg 011 659 2753
Rand Airport - Johannesburg 011 827 8884

USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS
Mpumalanga Tourism & 
Parks Agency 013 752 7001
MTPA Parks , Reservations 013 759 5432
SANPARKS - Kruger National.Park 012 428 9111
Police Emergencies 10111
Cellular phone Emergencies
Cell C 084112
MTN 112
Vodacom 147
American Express 011 359 0111
Diners Club 011 358 8400
Mastercard International 0800 990418 TF
VISA International 0800 990475 TF 
Thomas Cook - Rennies 0800 998175 TF
Telkom/Telephone Enquiries 1023 - All areas
Europ Assistance 011 359 5000 
Medical Rescue International 011 242 0242
Nelspruit Mediclinic 013 759 0500
Nelmed Clinic 013 755 5000

Tourism Information and Safety Line - 
083 123 2345

TRAC 24 Hours 083 227 8191
Highveld 013 753 3331 - 
Lowveld 013 243 2222

The new code for overseas dialing is now 00
followed by the usual area code and number.

Land Area 79 490 km²

Population 4,0 million 

Population density 50 people per km²

Provincial capital Nelspruit

Other major towns Barberton, Delmas, Ermelo,
Hazyview, Komatipoort, Malelane,
Mashishing (Lydenburg),
Middelburg, Piet Retief, Sabie,
Secunda, Standerton, Volksrust,
White River, Witbank (Emalahleni)

Languages: Afrikaans,English, isiNdebele, siSwati,
xiTsonga

Airports: Kruger Mpumalanga International,
20km east of Nelspruit

Roads: Good, suitable for all vehicles

Business hours 08.30 to 17.00. Most major shopping
centres are open on Saturdays and
Sundays

Internet Operates countrywide

Cell phones All major routes and centres

Climate Hot to very hot in summer, especially
in the lowveld regions. Mild in winter,
but can become very cold in the
highveld areas. Mpumalanga is a
summer rainfall area.

Health Malaria occurs in some parts of the
lowveld regions of Mpumalanga.
Visitors should take the usual
precautions. If in any doubt, consult
a pharmacist or doctor. Always carry
insect repellent for your comfort.

Essential kit Binoculars, camera (with spare film,
or digital disc and batteries). Strong
walking shoes, sun hat. Warm
clothing for winter especially for the
cooler highland locations and for
early morning and night game
drives. Insect repellent cream or
spray, especially for night game
drives and outdoor evening
functions. It is always advisable to
carry a supply of bottled water,
especially during the summer
months when conditions can be very
hot and humid.

Introduction Mpumalanga at a glance
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MPUMALANGA DISTANCE CHART

The distances given are those over the shortest practical
routes;  these are not necessarily the best or fastest.

Mpumalanga
South Africa

Africa Political
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Travel Advisory

KRUGER MPUMALANGA
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT
This modern facility has recently been opened to
serve the greater lowveld and Kruger National Park
regions of Mpumalanga and is seen as an essential
hub for the benefit of tourists entering the region.
The facility currently provides schedule flights to
and from Johannesburg, Cape Town and Durban.
Numerous charter flights operate out of KMIA. The
airport offers all modern facilities including, car
rental, ticket booking, air charter, restaurants, curio
and theme shopping stores, all housed in an
attractive thatched mall.

TRAVEL TO MPUMALANGA - ROAD
Road conditions throughout the province are
generally good with many scenic and alternate
routes for the more adventurous. 

To exit Johannesburg and OR Tambo International
Airport, take the N12 to Witbank. From Pretoria, the
N4 also to Witbank and points beyond. Only when
you reach Belfast is it necessary to choose either
the northern route through Dullstroom to Mashishing
and through to either Pilgrim’s Rest via R540 and the
R36, or the R37 to Sabie over the scenic Long Tom
Pass, 
The central route (N4) travels through the Elands
River Valley direct to Nelspruit via Schoeman’s
Kloof. 

Visitors to Ermelo and destinations south are
advised to take the N17 to Secunda and through to
Swaziland via Ermelo or to connect with the N2 to
Piet Retief and KwaZulu-Natal.

The R40 which links Barberton to Bushbuckridge is
the principal north-south route into the lowveld. 

Mpumalanga borders on two foreign countries,
namely Swaziland and Mozambique. Passports are
required to enter both countries. Visa requirements
vary according to nationality. Border posts are
open daily.

The road network throughout Mpumalanga is
excellent, with service stations at frequent intervals.
Be careful when driving at night, since wild animals
often stray onto roads and can cause accidents. In
all cases, animals have the right of way. Natural
hazards, which can also cause accidents, include
heavy mist, dust and smoke from grass fires. 

Forest fires are a dry season hazard throughout the
province. Fires should be lit only in designated
areas.

Carry a map in order to plan both best routes and
petrol stops. When driving in the Kruger National
Park, plan your fuel requirements by journey time
rather than by distance travelled due to speed
limits and frequent stops.

SCENIC ROUTES
Middelburg to Loskop Dam - Map D4
Take the N11 from Middelburg for about 20km to
the historic Botshabelo Museum and Cultural
Village. Continue over Kranspoort Pass to Loskop
Dam and Loskop Dam Nature Reserve. The nature
reserve offers excellent game viewing in the hills
overlooking the dam.

Carolina to Barberton - Map E6
Take the R38 from Carolina to Badplaas, then
continue for 51km across the Nelshoogte Pass to
Barberton. This route passes through the rolling
grasslands of the middleveld grasslands.

Badplaas to Waterval Boven - Map D6
Turn left on the R541, 6km east of Badplaas. The
scenic Vygeboom Dam is to your right. Continue
through grassland hills and valleys over the
beautiful Skurweberg Pass to Waterval Boven.  

Barberton to Barberton (circular route) Map D8
Take the Bulembu border post road into steep
mountain country towards the Swaziland border
with scenic views looking east. Turn left to Shiya-Lo-
Ngubo Dam then over the Saddleback Pass to
return to Barberton on the R38.

Barberton to Nelspruit - Map D7
Take the R40 via the Hilltop Pass. The Barberton
Nature Reserve is on the left at the foot of the pass.

Belfast to Nelspruit - Map D6,7
Take the main N4 route passing Machadodorp and
Waterval Boven. Immediately as you exit NZASM
tunnel, turn left into the parking area to visit the
Elands River Falls. You will have to walk through the
old railway tunnel to reach the viewing platform.
Continue down the Elands Valley to Nelspruit. An
interesting diversion is to turn right at the Ngodwana
Paper Mill to the village of Kaapsche Hoop then
continue down on the alternate route to Nelspruit.
Another alternative route is via the Schoemanskloof
Pass. Turn left one kilometer after the
Machadodorp toll plaza and follow signs to
Nelspruit down the valley through mountain passes
and citrus farms.

Mashishing (Lydenburg) to lowveld - Map C7,8
From Ohrigstad travel north east on the R36, past
the Echo Caves, then down the Abel Erasmus Pass
and through the JG Strijdom Tunnel to the lowveld.
Before the pass the R532 to the right will take you on
a circular drive past the scenic Blyde River Canyon
with its many attractions.

Mashishing  to Pilgrim’s Rest - Map D6 and B7
Take the R36 out of Mashishing east for 29km,
turning right onto the R533 to Pilgrim’s Rest, via
Robber’s Pass. The Ohrigstad Nature Reserve is on
the right soon after the turnoff onto the R533.

Graskop to Blydepoort - Map B7
Take the R532, with scenic diversions past The
Pinnacle, God’s Window, Lisbon and Berlin Falls to
Bourke’s Luck Potholes and on to the Blyde River
Canyon. Watch for viewsite turnoffs to the right
when you near the canyon.

Graskop to Sabie - Map B7,C7
Take the R533 towards Pilgrim’s Rest. Turn left onto
the R532 past the Mac Mac Falls, to Sabie through
exotic timber plantations. As you enter Sabie take
the road to the right immediately after crossing the
Sabi River bridge, at the foot of the village, to the
Bridal Veil, Lone Creek and Horseshoe Falls. Lovely
walks and photo opportunities.

Mashishing(Lydenburg) to Sabie - Map C6,7
Take the R37 out of Mashishing, at the outskirts of
town is the Information Centre and Museum where
you can view the “Lydenburg Heads”, pottery
sculptures unearthed on a nearby farm, then
continue over the scenic Long Tom Pass which
reaches a height of 2150m. On the down slope look
out for the lviewsite and  parking area where a
replica of the Anglo-Boer War, Long Tom canon
stands.

Sabie to Nelspruit - Map C7
At Sabie, visit the Sabie Forestry Museum which
displays a fine collection of forestry equipment and
historic items. For Nelspruit take the R537 through
forested hills to come out at White River. Then take
the R40 south to Nelspruit.

Sabie to Hazyview  - Map C7,8
Take the R536 from Sabie eastward over the
Bergvleit and Kiepersol passes to Hazyview. The
latter part takes you through the extensive banana,
avocado and mango orchards of the lower
escarpment. - 
Wakkerstroom to Piet Retief - Map G6,7
Take the R543 over the Jantjieshoek Pass through
rolling grasslands to Piet Retief. The scenic
Heyshope Dam is on the left, 28km from Piet Retief.

Fire Warning
The escarpment is a high risk fire area, especially
during the dry season between June and October.
The fire of 2007 destroyed over 8% of the country’s
total timber resource. In the event of a veld fire drive
with extreme caution through smoke and never
attempt to pass a fire burning on the side of the road.

Kruger Mpumalanga International Airport

Viewpoint - Long Tom Pass

Blyde River Canyon - Panorama Route
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Top Tourist Attractions

Principal Mpumalanga Tourist Attractions

Barberton - Historic mining town, mountain passes, Wild
frontier. Map D8
Berlin Falls - The Panorama, near Graskop. Map B7
Blyde River Canyon - Spectacular green canyon with
excellent viewsites, The Panorama, north of Graskop. Map
B7
Botshabelo Mission and Traditional Village - North of
Middelburg on N11, Cultural Heartland. Map D4
Bourke’s Luck Potholes - The Panorama, north of Graskop.
Map B7
Bulembu Pass - Scenic route to Swaziland from Barberton.
Wild Frontier. Map D8
Chimpanzee Eden - near Nelspruit - Map D7
Chrissiesmeer Lake District - Grass and Wetlands. Map E6
Dullstroom - Trout fishing and falconry centre.  Map C6
Highland Meander. Map C6
Elands River Falls - On the N4 to Nelspruit east of Waterval-
Boven. Highland Meander. Map D6
God’s Window - The Panorama , north of Graskop. Map B7

Kruger National Park - Eastern Mpumalanga with
several access gates. Map A,B,C9
Lisbon Falls - The Panorama, north of Graskop.
Map B7
Lone Creek Falls - Sabie River valley, forest
walks,biking trails. The Panorama . Map C7
Long Tom Pass - Highland pass to Sabie from
Mashishing - The Panorama. Map C7
Loopspruit Winery - North east of Pretoria,
KwaNdebele region. Cultural Heartland. Map D3
Loskop Dam Nature Reserve - North of Middelburg.
Cultural Heartland. Map C4 
Lowveld National Botanic Gardens - Nelspruit
suburbs. Lowveld Legogote. Map C7
Mashishing  Museum - Central Mpumalanga  The
Panorama. Map C6
Mac Mac Falls - Between Sabie and Graskop on
the R523. The Panorama. Map C7
Matsamo Swazi Cultural Park - Jeppe’s Reef border
post Wild Frontier. Map D8

Ndebele Traditional Village - Loopspruit, north east
of Pretoria. Cultural Heartland. Map D3
Nelspruit Enviro Park - Nelspruit suburbs. Map C7
Nyabela Monument - At the Mapoch Caves, near
Roossenekal. Cultural Heartland. Map C5
Pilgrim’s Rest - Historic mining village, gold panning
and museum.  The Panorama. Map B7
Private Game Reserves - Lowveld, adjoining Kruger
National Park. Northern extension to The Panorama.
Map A,B,C8 
Sabie Forestry Museum - Sabie. The Panorama.
Map C7
Songimvelo Nature Reserve -South of Barberton.
Wild Frontier. Map D7/8
Sudwala Caves - Off the N4, west of Nelspruit on the
R539. Lowveld Legogote. Map C7
The Pinnacle - The Panorama, north of Graskop.
Map B7
Wakkerstroom - Southern grass and wetlands, world
renowned birding and historical sites,. Grass and
Wetlands. Map G6

NELSPRUIT - Provincial Capital
HOST CITY - FIFA WORLD CUP - 2010 SA

Nelspruit is one of the fastest growing cities in South
Africa and the provincial capital of Mpumalanga.
Nelspruit houses the provincial government and is
the focal point and development axis for the
Maputo Corridor linking South Africa with the port of
Maputo in Mozambique via the N4 highway.

The area around Nelspruit is primarily agricultural,
evidenced by the many tropical fruit orchards and
roadside fruit stalls selling a wide variety of fresh sub-
tropical fruits and vegetables. 

The Lowveld National Botanical Gardens are
situated two kilometres from the city off the R40 to
White River. The gardens conserve the widest
collection of lowveld flora in a unique riverine
environment, offering tranquillity along scenic,
shaded walks. On the opposite side of the R40, the
Nelspruit Enviro Reptile Park - a fascinating
experience for the visitor. The  Riverside Shopping
Centre, also on the R40, offers sophisticated
shopping and also the sophisticated Emnotweni
Casino, for evening entertainment.
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The Game and
Nature Reserves Attractions
Andover and Manyeleti Game Reserves - map B8
Accommodation and game drives these two lowveld parks 
adjoin the Kruger National Park
Barberton Nature Reserve - Map D8
Day visitors only, picnic site, walks
Blyde River Canyon Nature Reserve - Map B7
Hiking trails, view sites, picnic sites 
Accommodation: Belvedere Guest House
Jericho Dam Nature Reserve - Map F6
Day visitors only, birding, angling, picnic sites
Loskop Dam Nature Reserve - Map C4
Game drives, angling, bush walks 
Accommodation: rustic fisherman cottages,
Mabusa & SS Skosana Nature Reserve - Map C4
Bush walks, game drives, education centre 
Accommodation: Self catering at CN Mahlangu Lodge,
swimming pool and conference facilities
Mahushe Shongwe Game Reserve - Map D9 Game drives and
bush walks
Accommodation: Self catering tented camp
Masibekela Wetlands - Map D9
Day visitors only, walks, birding
Mawewe Game Reserve - Map D9
Day visitors only, bush walks
Mdala Nature Reserve - Map C3
Game  drives, bush walks
Accommodation: Self catering Mkholwane Lodge
Mkhombo Nature Reserve - Map C3
Angling, game drives
Accommodation: Self catering tented camp
Mthethomusha Game Reserve - Map C8
Day visitors only
Nooitgedacht Dam Nature Reserve - Map D6
Angling, birding, hiking trail
Accommodation: Camping
Ohrigstad Dam Nature Reserve - Map B7
Bush walks, 4x4 trail, camping sites, picnic site 
Accommodation: Naawpoort self catering guest lodge 
Songimvelo Nature Reserve - Map D8
Bush walks, supervised 4x4 game drives, picnic sites
Accommodation: Self catering Kromdraai Camp
Sterkspruit Nature Reserve - Map C7
Day visitors, picnic sites, birding 
Verloren Valei Nature Reserve - Map C6
RAMSAR site, day visitors only 
Scenic drives, important birding site
Wakkerstroom Wetland Reserve - Map G6
RAMSAR siteDay visitors only, important 
birding area.

Nelspruit is the central axis for the many tourism
attractions in the lowveld region, including the
Kruger National Park, Barberton, the N4 route
westwards to Johannesburg and Pretoria, the
Sudwala Caves, scenic drives to the forestry town
of Sabie and the attractive regions around  White
River and Hazyview, where many fine
establishments serve the tourism trade. West of
Nelspruit is the highland artists’ village at Kaapsche
Hoop, where some excellent hiking trails and scenic
walks are also located.

46 000 seat Mbombela Stadium in preparation for the FIFA World Cup 2010
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Mpumalanga’s 
Principal Cultural Attractions

The Badplaas Cultural Centre - Badplaas.
The Botshabelo Mission Station and Cultural Village,
near Middelburg.
The Matsamo Swazi Cultural Park - Located at the
South Africa/Swaziland border crossing at Jeppe’s
Reef.
The Loopspruit Cultural Village - north of
Bronkhorstspruit off the R568.
The Shangane Cultural Village - near Hazyview.
The Matsamo Swazi Cultural Park at Jeppe’s Reef at
the Swaziland border post.
Botshabelo Cultural Village - 20km north of
Middelburg off the N11.
Ebutsini Cultural Village - Malelane region

MUSEUMS

Pilgrim’s Rest Museum - Gold mining and historical
museum situated on the main street of this historic
mining village, traces the history of the discovery of
gold and the early days of the village.
Barberton Museum - Gold mining, early history and
ethnology. The first South African Stock Exchange
was located here in the days of the gold rush.
Interesting Victorian architecture.
Bethal Museum - Regional history of the highveld
region. Museum.
Botshabelo Museum - Traces the history of the
building of the mission station and fort by German
missionaries and the community who lived there.
Today a living Ndebele cultural museum.
Mashishing (Lydenburg) Museum - Ethnology and
early regional history. The museum houses the
“Lydenburg Heads”, exquisite clay pottery
sculptures discovered on a nearby farm.
Sabie Forestry Museum - A fine historical forestry
collection housed at Sabie, the forestry hub of the
Mpumalanga escarpment.
Wakkerstroom Collection - Regional ethnology and
war history of the First Anglo Boer War, 1881.
Langeloop Museum - Nelspruit, Ethnology and
regional history.
There is a Motor Museum at the White River,
Castlebridge Centre.

The choir from Matsamo Cultural Park at Jeppe’s Reef recently returned from an international tour. This is an
excellent location to study authentic Swazi culture

Jock of the Bushveld
Jock was a cross Staffordshire Bull Terrier, born
on  the wagon trails of the eastern Transvaal at
the turn of the last century at a time when the
gold mining boom was in full swing. His story,

written by the well known author Sir Percy
Fitzpatrick, relates the adventures of both dog
and master in the harsh conditions of a frontier

life. Over the years Jock has become
something of an icon in the lowveld. This

sculpture of Jock can be seen outside the
municipal buildings in Barberton.

Culture and Heritage

Mpumalanga has a highly visible cultural heritage
which today mirrors the very evolution of southern
Africa. 

From early San rock art to the beadwork of the
modern day Swazi and Ndebele people, the
province is a treasure of artistic and cultural
diversity. Apart from the displays to be found in
museums and art galleries, the emphasis today is to
recreate the past in living museums and villages
where the visitor can experience the many aspects
of these interesting cultures.

Over the years, the contribution to South Africa’s
cultural heritage by people born in Mpumalanga
has been considerable. 

Gerard Sekoto
Gerard Sekoto was born at the Botshabelo Mission
Station near Middelburg on 9th December 1913,
where he received his early education. 

His first exhibition was held at the Gainsbourough
Gallery in Johannesburg in 1939. In 1947 he moved
to Paris to study art where he remained until his
death in 1993. Sekoto defied the restrictive
pressures and influences of apartheid and
continued to portray the lives of his people in
vibrant studies. He is undoubtably one of South
Africa’s greatest artists.

Two fine examples of his work grace the walls of the
Constitutional Court Building in Johannesburg.
The value of Sekoto’s works have appreciated
considerably over the years.

Hugh Masekela

Hugh Ramopolo Masekela was born in Witbank,
Mpumalanga on 4th April 1939.

At the age of just 14, he was inspired to take up the
trumpet after watching the film entitled “Young
Man with a Horn”, the story of the jazz great Bix
Beiderbecke. His musical career started with the
piano and in 1959, when, just 20, he made his first
recording with the local band Dollar Brand, now
Abdullah Ibrahim.

Soon after, he was sponsored to study at the
Manhattan School of Music in New York. His first
trumpet was donated to the school by Louis
Armstrong who had heard about the young
musician from South Africa.

After playing in countries all over the world he
returned to South Africa in1990 where he has lived
ever since.

The music of Hugh Masakela has inspired thousands
of young musicians. His contribution to the cultural
heritage of South Africa ranks with the greatest in
the history of South African music. Particularly in the
field of Jazz.

“Song of the pick”  Gerard Sekoto - South African National Gallery

Ndebele crafts - Loopspruit

The Mashishing Heads - Mashishing Museum
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Provincial government assembly building in Nelspruit designed in the distinctive Swazi architectural style

Shangane Cultural Village - Hazyview
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In the Mkhonjwa mountains above Barberton and
along the Komati river, scientists have found traces
of “Stromatolites”, the remnants of blue-green
algae formed 3 500million years ago, when oxygen
was added to the planet’s atmosphere in
significant quantities to create the first evolutionary
step towards life forms.

Throughout the Mpumalanga hills and mountains
exist hundreds of examples of San art. These rock
art sites have provided a visual window through
which we have been able to gain a better
understanding of the lives and culture of these
hunter-gatherers who inhabited the area centuries
before the arrival of the Nguni people.

The creation of the Swazi nation as we know it
today commenced at the time of King Ngwane.
The area, which was then demarcated by tribal
boundaries, was known as KaNgwane (now part of
South Africa). Clans forged alliances with other
clans through marriage, while frequent raids
against neighbouring clans aided in the
replenishment of cattle herds and  lands.

The movements of tribal chiefs through the region
had a profound effect on the formation and
bonding of nations. Most notable was the influence
of Zulu king Shaka, whose empire stretched from
the Swaziland border to the Tugela River in the
south. Shoshangane, who escaped from Zululand
and settled in the Gaza Province of Mozambique,
was the founder of the Shangane people.,

On the highveld plateau, towards the Steelpoort
Valley, the Ndebele people settled with their herds.
Historians have traced their arrival to the late 17th
century. Thereafter, their history has been woven
around an almost constant state of conflict, and it
is to the credit of their leaders, even to the present
day, that this small but proud group have
maintained their language and individual culture.
After Zulu chief Mzilikazi wreaked havoc on the
Ndebele when he passed through their territory, the
Boer settlers came from the west to claim the land
and set up a government at Ohrigstad. 

Paramount Chief Sekhukhune
c.1810-1879

Paramount Chief of the Pedi people from 1861 to
1879, Sekhukhune resisted the encroachment of
settlers, particularly missionaries, to his territory. He
fought two short but fiercely contested wars. The
first, against the Transvaal Republic in 1876, and the
second, in 1879, against the British, by whom he was
eventually defeated. 

In 1871 the region came to life with the discovery of
alluvial gold on a farm near Polokwane. Later finds
at Graskop, Sabie, Pilgrim’s Rest and Barberton
focused international attention on this little known

This bronze statue of Chief Nyabela stands close to
the entrance to the Mapoch Caves near
Roossenekal and marks the site where Boer forces
besieged Chief Mabhoka’s clan who had taken
refuge in the caves. 

The siege lasted many weeks causing incredible
hardship and suffering. 

corner of Africa. Diggers, financiers, fortune hunters
and their entourages arrived to settle and to
prosper from the gold rush that was to sweep the
region.

Today, Mpumalanga has moved into a dynamic
new era, leaving behind a history of wars and
government decrees, to now promote the cultural
and natural riches of this wonderful province for the
benefit of tourism and the people .



The Kruger National Park

Larger than some small countries, the Kruger
National Park offers a very special environmental
experience to the visitor and especially those
prepared to observe the fascinating  interaction of
species.  From big game to the smallest plant or
insect, each player in this vast and varied eco
system enacts its own drama for survival in the
African bushveld.

Preserved in near pristine condition, the park’s
wealth of natural beauty and wildlife, forms the
backdrop for an exciting experience where the
drama of the bushveld is played out daily in the
struggle for survival.

The park is a showpiece of the African wilderness
which has been set aside for the enjoyment and
education of the thousands of visitors who are
attracted to the lowveld by the mystique of this
wonderful region of South Africa. 

The many and diverse attractions of the Kruger
National Park have been enjoyed and explored for
more than a century. Created in 1898 by President
Paul Kruger to preserve the country’s diminishing
wildlife, the park’s first warden was Colonel
Stevenson-Hamilton. 

Expansion over the years has brought the Kruger
National Park to its present size, with the number of
tourists visiting the region increasing to more than a
million annually. Accommodation and amenities
have been improved in line with the increase in
numbers. 

The park not only conserves wildlife in its natural
state, but also contributes substantially to the
economy of the region through the employment of
some 3200 staff members working in the field, and
in rest camps and facilities. The park is presently
being extended eastwards to incorporate
adjoining areas in Mozambique.

Skukuza - Park headquarters

Situated along the banks of the Sabi River, Skukuza
is the largest rest camp in the park, and functions as
the park’s administrative and operational and
research headquarters. 

Accommodation choices are numerous and
varied, including lodges, cottages, campsites and
tented units. facilities differ according to options
selected.

In addition to shops, restaurants and an indigenous
plant nursery, Skukuza supports a police station, a
golf course, a reference library, museum and bank. 

A film processing facility is available at the camp
shop. An airport services the park from the Skukuza
camp. Day and night drives can be booked at the
camp office.

Wilderness trails

There are a number of hiking trails within the Kruger
National Park. Small parties can experience either
day walks or three day/night wilderness expeditions
(departing on the morning of the fourth day). These
trails, which offer the ultimate wilderness
experience, may be undertaken only under the
guidance of trained and armed rangers provided
by the park.

Visitors are advised to wear dark or khaki-coloured
clothing that will blend with the bush, preferably
loose fitting and covering limbs to protect from
sunburn, vegetation and mosquitoes. Comfortable
shoes worn with socks are necessary. A hat and
sunscreen are vital at any time of the year.
Mosquito repellent is advisable year round and
almost obligatory in the summer months. The use of
perfumed products is discouraged.

Trail camps have been selected for their natural
beauty and simplicity. Rustic two-bed huts and
reed-walled showers, wholesome meals and
campfires are in keeping with the atmosphere of
tranquility in this wilderness environment.

Climate and Topography

The park enjoys a subtropical climate, with an
annual rainfall of 500 to 700mm, falling between
October and April. Since temperatures are
generally hot in summer, winter and spring are the
popular seasons for viewing animals, which
congregate at the rivers and watering holes during
these months. Added attractions of this season are
the minimal winter vegetation and milder climate.
Summer rains  in October transform the park’s dry
grasses into vivid greens, and the leafless trees into
a riot of colour.  

Come prepared with camera and binoculars to
make the best of the many sightings and photo
opportunities that the park offers.

Accommodation

A wide range of accommodation is offered in the
Kruger National Park to suit all tastes and budgets.
Camps are spread throughout the northern, central
and southern sections. They offer a variety of
amenities and services to guests, including
restaurants, swimming pools, laundry service,
conference rooms, medical assistance, fuel,
telephones and plant nurseries. 
Rest camps
Serviced units with airconditioning or fans, private
bathrooms, some with private kitchens, all with
braais and communal cooking facilities.
Private camps
Must be reserved en bloc. No day visitors.
Bushveld camps
Can be reserved individually. No day visitors. 
No restaurants, shops or filling stations.
Caravan and camping sites
A maximum number of six per site ensures comfort
for all. Power points operate at all sites except at
some of the more remote camps where communal
refrigeration is provided. Kruger National Park Fact File

Size: 2 million hectares with a further 1,2 million
hectares being added from Mozambique to form
a Transfrontier Friendship Park
Conservation: The park conserves :-
147 mammal species 507 bird species
300 tree species 114 reptile species
33 amphibian species 49 fish species

GATE OPENING & CLOSING TIMES

Month Main Entry Gates     Camp Gates
Open Close Open Close

Jan 05:30 18:30 04:30 18:30
Feb 05:30 18:30 05:30 18:30
Mar 05:30 18:00 05:30 18:00
Apr 06:00 18:00 06:00 18:00
May-Jul 06:00 17:30 06:00 17:30
Aug/Sep 06:00 18:00 06:00 18:00
Oct 05:30 18:00 05:30 18:00
Nov/Dec 05:30 18:30 04:30 18:30

Speed limits - 40kph
Do not litter - plastic bags can cause death to
animals

1514 Skukuza camp - Kruger National Park

Lilac Breasted Roller
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GERT SIBANDE REGION

Southern Grass and Wetlands
The Grassland region encompasses the entire
southern reaches of Mpumalanga. This is a region
of high grasslands, wetlands and temperate
climate. Rivers rising to the west of the watershed
feed the Vaal and Orange River systems to flow
across the width of South Africa to eventually drain
into the Atlantic Ocean at Alexander Bay. The rivers
rising in the eastern sector drain into the Komati,
Pongola, Crocodile and other rivers to reach the
Indian Ocean. At the point where these two
systems meet are numerous pans and wetlands
which give the region a special ‘lake district’
quality. The conservation of these catchment areas
is of vital importance to the supply of water to a
large section of the South African population. Every
year in autumn the grasslands transform into a riot
of colour as the cosmos flowers bloom.

The history of the region reflects much of the history
of South Africa. Early 12th century baPedi herders
lived in stone walled villages on the high and
middle grasslands. Swazi impis passed through the
area and in one incident hundreds were reported
to have perished in a sudden snowstorm. The British
were defeated by the Boer forces in a fierce battle
at Majuba near Volksrust in 1881. The region
suffered further when invading British forces
occupied many towns and villages during the
Second Anglo-Boer War of 1899 to 1902.

The Regions
Nkangala and Gert Sibande

Coal reserves throughout this region are some of the
largest in the world leading to industrial growth around
the towns of Witbank, Secunda and Middelburg. 

The central town of Ermelo is an ideal staging point
from which to explore the region. The history of the
grasslands follows the passage of a number of
communities, each leaving a record of their passage
in rock art, ancient stone cattle kraals and more
recently the Anglo Boer War of 1899 - 1902.  Ermelo
has an active programme for the promotion of the
region and is well worth visiting. The central tourism
offices provide advice and maps.

The region is notable for the
wonderful country hospitality,
especially in the small villages and
on farms, in this highveld rural
setting. Ideal for photographers,
bikers and mountain biking
enthusiasts.

Angling in the nature reserve dams
is permitted. Birding is an essential
part of any visit to the region. The
southern grasslands have a
number of  famous birding sites

Horse riding trails, quad
biking, mountain biking
trails, hiking, and wing
shooting are all popular
pursuits in the region, 

Chrissiesmeer hosts and
annual frog festival. 

Game drives around
some of the dams is
permitted. The game is
chiefly plains antelope
and zebra. 

NKANGALA REGION

This region forms part of the Cultural Heartland of
Mpumalanga. It is here that the colourful Ndebele
people practice their age old traditions of house
painting, beadwork and personal adornment. It
was in this area that the famous artist Gerard
Sekoto was born and where he started his career to
become a noted international artist. His art now
graces the walls of galleries across the world
including three superb examples which hang in the
foyer of the South African Constitutional Court in
Johannesburg. In this region also live the two
Ndebele artists, who were commissioned by British
Airways to create an authentic Ndebele design to
be reproduced on the tail of a BA Boeing 747-400
aircraft.

Two important cultural attractions are the
Botshabelo and Loopspruit Cultural Villages which
display the art and cultures of the people. The
designs and unique African beadwork items
produced have become famous worldwide.

Within this area also, are a number of small but
interesting game reserves which have been
established to conserve highland catchment areas,
so essential for the preservation of the fragile
highland environment. These reserves, located just
one hour from Pretoria, are open to the public and
offer hiking trails and overnight facilities. Roads
within the reserves are suitable for all vehicles.
Excellent photo opportunities.

Trout fishing facilities
around the towns of
Belfast, Dullstroom,
Mashishing, Waterval
Boven and
Machadodorp attract
visitors from all over the
country to the many
well developed
angling venues.
Dullstroom is a
favoured weekend
holiday destination
offering street side
cafes, theme shopping
and restaurants.

Accommodation is plentiful throught the region.

Agriculture remains one of the mainstays of the
economy of the region, maize, dairy cattle, sheep
and beef farming being the principal activities,
along with granite and coal mining in the northern
and western areas. 

The Elands River Falls, east of Waterval Boven on the
N4 at the exit from the tunnel is a popular stop over
point. A short walk to the lookout platform is through
a disused railway tunnel.

The traditional dress of the Ndeble people  is unique
to this region.Their exquisite bead work is much
sought after internationally. The designs are
generally geometric and these are carried forward
to their hut painting.

Mpumalanga Southern Grasslands

1918
Elands River falls - Waterval Boven off the N4 near Waterval Boven
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Recent provincial boundary changes have
incorporated a large area of the north eastern
lowveld from Limpopo province to Mpumalanga.
This region is a continuous extension of the lowveld
and now includes the central town of Bushbuck
Ridge. Private game reserves, reaching northwards
towards the Olifants River and incorporate the Sabi
Sands, Andover and Timbavati reserves. 

The Swadini resort, located near the Blydepoort
Dam at the foot of the escarpment, also falls
within this region. 

Access is generally via the R36 from Mashishing
(Lydenburg) to Ohrigstad and on to the Abel
Erasmus pass to the lowveld. Or alternatively via
the R40 north from Nelspruit and Hazyview to
Bushbuck Ridge and points beyond.

In recent years a growing number off properties
have been converted from agriculture to game
conservation and the number of game lodges has
increased accordingly. Many have  expanded
these properties by taking down farm fences and
in some cases now form a continuous extension to
the Kruger National Park with game roaming freely
between reserves.

The Private Game Reserves

These wildlife destinations, which are generally
marketed under the name and identification of
the individual lodges or camps, offer an exclusive
and comprehensive wildlife experience. Access to
the reserves and lodges is limited to residents only,
for which prior booking is essential.

These reserves, which have remained protected
areas for many years, are home to all the lowveld
game species. Superb wildlife photo opportunities
are provided on game drives, at waterholes and
in the vicinity of camps. The field knowledge of the
game rangers almost guarantees that all the
principal species will be seen. Packages are
generally all inclusive to include accommodation,
all meals and drinks, morning, evening or night
game drives and game walks under the
supervision of experienced game rangers. 

Luxury accommodation decorated in African
themes is a feature of many of these lodges along
with indigenous African menus served in open
“bomas” around log fires.

Lodges will arrange transfers from the Kruger
Mpumalanga  International Airport, Skukuza or
other collection points. 

All transport within the reserves is provided.by the
lodges in open game viewing vehicles.

Access to the Private Reserves

The Northern Reserves
From Mashishing (Lydenburg) - Take the R36,
through Ohrigstad to the Abel Erasmus Pass to the
lowveld. Alternatively, via  the R40 from Hazyview
north  and  through to Bushbuck Ridge and points
beyond. Arrange collection from a suitable point
prior to departure.

The Southern Private Reserves
Arrange collection from Kruger Mpumalanga
International Airport, Skukuza or any of the
principal towns - Hazyview, White River or Nelspruit.

WILD FRONTIERS, LOWVELD LEGOGOTE
AND THE PANORAMA ROUTE 

This region encompasses the entire Drakensberg
escarpment, lowveld and Kruger National Park and
is, without doubt, one of the jewels of South African
destinations. The tourism attractions are numerous,
from scenic drives to game viewing to cultural
attractions to the sophisticated shopping malls and
casino of Nelspruit, the provincial capital.

The region stretches from the Limpopo Province
border southward following the line of the
Drakensberg escarpment to the Swaziland border
in the south, passing through some of the most
dramatic scenery in South Africa. The famous Blyde
River Canyon, the deepest green canyon in
southern Africa, is a wonderful example of the sheer
size and extent of the escarpment.

The provincial capital of Nelspruit is located on the
lower reaches of the escarpment, and is the
primary gateway to the lowveld and the Kruger
National Park. The city offers all modern facilities
from shopping malls to banking and tourism
services. There is excellent accommodation to suit
all preferences. A casino is located at the Riverside
Centre.

On the higher reaches of the escarpment are the
trout fishing highland villages of Mashishing, Sabie,
and Pilgrim’s Rest, the latter an historic mining
village. 

The forestry and sawmilling towns of Sabie and
Graskop are excellent points from which to explore
the region, especially the northern sector of the
Panorama Route towards the Blyde River canyon,
waterfalls and Bourke.s Luck Potholes..

Left: Dung Beetle moves a roll of elephant dung 
Above; Game viewing in a private game eserve
Top: The famous “Pinnacle” Panorama route

Golf - Sabi River Sun - Hazyview
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Legogote Hill - White River

Woodland Kingfisher



2322

Adventure Tourism
Quad Bike Trails
Another rapidly growing adventure sport with
venues now in almost every centre. Major facilities
at Hazyview and Sabie. Bikes available for both
novices and experienced riders. Trails follow scenic 
routes through forested valleys and across the
escarpment. Safety equipment is provided.

Historical Gold Mine Tours
The more recent history of Mpumalanga was closely linked to the discovery and mining of alluvial gold
deposits at Barberton and Pilgrim’s Rest. These towns experienced boom times during the 1870’s when
literally thousands of fortune hunters flocked to the diggings in search of instant wealth.  Towns were
proclaimed, the first stock exchange operated at Barberton which in turn attracted tradesmen, doctors
and others to provide essential services.

Much of the gold mining history has now been preserved and restored in the form of living museums and
it is at Barberton and Pilgrim’s Rest that this can best be experienced.  

4 x 4 Trails

Camping

Birding
There are no  regions in Mpumalanga where birding
can not be enjoyed. The difference occurs in the
wide range of habitats from the cool highland
grasslands through bushveld on the lower
escarpment to the warmer lowveld environs. To this
add numerous dams, lakes, marshland and
forested kloofs and the choice is extensive. Over
350 species have been recorded. Of particular
interest is the Wakkerstroom Grass and Wetlands
where a number of rare and endemic species
occur. A number of guides operate within the
province who can be contacted through
information offices. An excellent selection of  South
African bird guidebooks are available at leading
bookshops.

Hiking Trails
Mpumalanga offers some of the finest hiking routes
in South Africa and the opportunity should not be
missed to enjoy the wonderful wilderness
experience that these offer. Bookings and
information can best be obtained from Tourist
Information Centres in each area. The complete
listing of trails is too extensive to list here but the
range of trails vary from one or two hour walks to
places of interest such as waterfalls to five day trails
across the escarpment. The scenery and the entire
wilderness experience will be a highlight of your visit
which ever option you should choose
Paragliding
Principally on the southern grasslands. Contact
regional clubs or adventure sports centres for
details of planned flying schedules.
Museum Tours
Major towns and villages - See listing under Culture
and Heritage.
Scenic Drives
Dullstroom, Sabie, Graskop, Blyde River Canyon,
Barberton, Nelspruit, Waterval Boven, Belfast.  See
full details under this section. Visitors should take
every opportunity to plan their routes to take in
these scenic drives.

Bungee Jumps, Swings and Skyway Wires
The dramatic escarpment peaks and valleys offer
wonderful sites for this growing adventure sport.

Graskop has a 68meter free fall deep swing and
cableway over a massive and sheer gorge. At
Hazyview an aerial cable ride on the longest aerial
cable trail in South Africa.

Both of these sites will guarantee visitors the full
adrenaline treatment.
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Pilgrim,s Rest Victorian architecture - Barberton

Vultures roosting - Kruger National Park
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Fly Fishing - Trout
The cool highland waters of the Mpumalanga
escarpment are an ideal environment for both
brown and rainbow trout. Facilities are now
extensive giving a choice of either river or lake
fishing. 

The main trout waters are located around Belfast,
Dullstroom, Waterval Boven, Mashishing,
Machadodorp, Wakkerstroom, Sabie and
Roossenekal.  

Country accommodation is available at a variety
of guest houses, fishing lodges and B+B
establishments. 

Fishing tackle stores are located in most of these
centres.

Tiger Fish
Tiger fish only occur in the
warmer waters of the
Komati River at
Komatipoort. 

Catches are generally
quite small but the
challenge of fighting one
of these spirited fish on
light tackle is an exciting
challenge.

Contact Komatipoort
Information for more
information and for
bookings.

Angling -Coarse fishing
Most dams, particularly on the highveld, are well stocked with carp, bream, yellow fish and barbel. The
principal sites are on those dams protected as nature reserves where permits can be obtained. Some
excellent catches have been recorded on the southern grasslands near Piet Retief, Ermelo, Wakkerstroom
and Carolina.  

Horse Trails
Horse riding trails are becoming increasingly
popular  as facilities are developed. 

These rides fall into three categories; Scenic trails
across the escarpment from places such as
Kaapsche Hoop, Pilgrim’s Rest, Waterval Boven
Dullstroom, Mashishing and Barberton.   Highveld
lake and grassland rides from Ermelo, Chrissiesmeer
and at a number of smaller centres and farms. 

Finally, game rides where visitors are taken on
guided rides through game country to interact with
nature from the safety of horses. This category is
mostly undertaken in private game reserves under
guidance of trained rangers.

Game Drives
The introduction of special open game viewing safari vehicles has lead to greater  access to the game
parks for visitors who choose to be based outside of the parks. Visitors staying within the parks can also
make use of these facilities.

Do not become preoccupied with the “Big Five” factor, there is so much more to see and experience in our
parks and reserves such as our wonderful variety of insects, reptiles and birds.

Evening light - highland trout waters.

Brown Trout - Salmo trutta
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Abseiling
Sabie and Graskop are the principal sites. Guides
are necessary to provide local knowledge and
equipment. There are some extreme climbs within
the escarpment region. Register departures and
routes in advance before any climbs are
undertaken.

Cultural Villages

See details under Heritage and Culture. 

These villages offer a wonderful insight into the
diverse cultures of the people of Mpumalanga and
preserve important historical customs and
traditions. 

Wonderful photo opportunities of dancers and
musicians will bring the sights and sounds of
Mpumalanga alive. Village tours to the traditional
houses, cattle kraals along with the significance of
community structures will all be explained.

Some centres, such as Matsamo Cultural Park near
Jeppe’s Reef, have restaurant facilities where local
dishes can be ordered. unique accommodation in
traditional grass houses is also available. 

Superb examples of arts and crafts, including
individual beadwork pieces, carvings and fertility
dolls are on sale at all centres.

This is an excellent opportunity to collect some of
these rare pieces.

Archaeologcial Tours

The Southern Grasslands attract visitors to the
BaPedi ruins near Ermelo where the remains of
stone walled villages can be seen. There are also
some excellent san rock art sites.

Near Volksrust, the battle site at Majuba where the
Boer and British fought a fierce battle at the
commencement of the first Anglo - Boer war of
1881. 

In 1899 - 1902  the British and Boer forces engaged
for the second time fighting a series of battles
across the highlands and escarpment,  Much of this
history still survives in memorials and grave sites.

Microlighting
Two principal facilities exist at Malelane and Hazyview.  

The Malelane facility offer flights over a private game reserve south of the
Crocodile River and the Kruger National Park.  Longer Hazyview flights can reach
as far afield as the escarpment and the Blyde River Canyon to the north of
Hazyview. Short flights are, however, more popular. The Hazyview flight centre
operates from a grass runway behind the Numbi Hotel cottages.

Botanical Walks
Nelspruit National Botanic Gardens located off the
R40. The entrance is just behind the motor
showroom complex before the Riverside Shopping
Centre. The extensive gardens are a place of great
tranquility. All the lowveld botanical species are
represented in an extensive and mature
environment.

Caving
Sudwala Caves and Dinosaur Park off the R539 west
of Nelspruit and the dolomite cave complex near
Sabie are the principal sites. Both offer tours.
Contact your nearest information office

Steam Train Excursions
Waterval Boven Station off the N4. Phone
Waterval Boven information. Excursions on
weekends only.

River Rafting
This sport is generally restricted to the wetter
months from September to April when the rivers are
running more strongly. 

The principal sites are at Sabie, Komati and
Hazyview areas, canoeing or tubing is offered. The
new sport of “geckoing” is offered at some sites
where the paddler uses special finned gloves to
steer down the river.

Elephant Sanctuaries
There are now a number of these elephant
sanctuaries which provide educational tours and in
some cases elephant rides. Great care is being
taken not to commercialise these facilities at the
expense of the elephants. Strict rules apply. Visitors
are given detailed information and practical
knowledge on the lives and habits of these gentle
giants.

Jane Goodall Chimpanzee Eden
The name Jane Goodall is known and respected by
all concerned with the preservation of this species.
This chimpanzee conservation centre, which is
located 12km from Nelspruit off the R40 south to
Barberton, has been constructed in a natural forest
to replicate the natural habit of these endangered
primates.The complex also has a restaurant and
accommodation at the luxury Umhloti Lodge
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Sudwala caves - massive complex west of Nelspruit

Old school house - Mashishing

Interior of the mission church at Botshabelo

Mission Station fortifications at Botshabelo, hut painting and beadwork
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Mountain Biking
This increasingly popular sport has found a
permanent home throughout the province with
several annual events taking place. 

The Sabie trails, Chrissiesmeer, Wakkerstroom and,
Hazyview, to mention but a few, offer bikes and
equipment to allow foreign visitors the opportunity
to experience the adventure of exploring the
province’s beauty.

Hot Air Ballooning 

Strictly by appointment only. Ballooning is an early
morning activity, taking off as the sun rises and
continuing for up to two hours. Specialist operaters
provide this service. The most dramatic flight is over
the Blyde River canyon.

Theme Shopping
Visitors should take full advantage of the many
curio, art and specialist tourist outlets across the
region. There are some unique pieces, particularly
the Ndebele beadwork, wooden carvings, silks
ceramics and cloths to be found.

Castlebridge Centre at White River has one of the
finest displays of bronze sculptures in South Africa. 

Also at White River there is a silk factory, hand-
made furniture, a winery and two excellent
ceramic pottery studios. - all well worth a visit.

At Loopspruit and Botshabelo you will find the
handmade tribal beadwork of the Ndebele
people.

At Graskop,there are several African curio shops
displaying artifacts from all corners of the continent. 
Badplaas also has an African crafts centre.

Pilgrims Rest is well known for its original art, antiques
and bric a brac in an historic mining village
environment.

At Dullstroom you will find fine linen, fishing tackle,
crafts and antiques.

View Sites
There are few places throughout Mpumalanga
where views do not dominate the landscape. From
these the traveller can enjoy vast vistas, particularly
from the many vantage points on the escarpment.

The more spectacular  sites include -

God’s Window North of Graskop
The Sentinel North of Graskop
The Blyde River Canyon North of Graskop
Long Tom Pass Canon West of Sabie
Bulembu Pass South of Barberton
Helshooghte Pass East of Barberton
Robbers’ Pass Near Pilgrim’s Rest
Steenkampsberg Pass North of Dullstroom
Jantjieshoek Pass Near Wakkerstroom

Mpumalanga is also famed for the many waterfalls
which are a major attraction. These include -
Mac Mac Falls Sabie/Graskop area
Lone Creek falls Sabie 
Bridal Veil Falls Sabie
Horseshoe Falls Sabie
Elands River Falls Waterval Boven
Lisbon Falls Graskop
Berlin Falls Graskop
Lydenburg Falls (Mashishing) 

These sites generally require a short walk,to
vantage points, often through indigenous forest
Superb photo opportunities.

Cycling  
This sport is becoming increasingly popular across
the province with thousands of participants
enjoying the outdoor experience. The choice of
sites is endless with both scenic escarpment rides
around Hazyview, Sabie and Graskop and more
gentle outings on the highland grasslands. Riders
often opt for a camping holiday moving from site to
site each day.

Bikes are available at some centres.

Motor Cycling

Something of a team exercise is to explore the
scenic routes and byways of the province. Bikes
can be hired at Johannesburg and Pretoria and
major centres.

The Three Rondavels The Berlin Falls

Touring - Schoeman’s Kloof

Ezra Bosch Ceramic Studio

Tsakani Silk Farm - Whita River Fruit vendor - Nelspruit
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Golf
A golf course in almost every town with some championship courses. A short course at Skukuza allows
players to tee off amongst the animals. Bookings essential.

Golf estates are popular venues, combining accommodation with golfing holidays. These courses are
generally very well maintained and offer all facilities and equipment.

Smaller courses, such as the nine hole facility at Pilgrims Rest, is set against the escarpment in scenic
highland environment.

Country Fruit Stalls ( Seasonal)
Mpumalanga is the tropical fruit basket of South
Africa. Fruit and vegetable stalls are a common site
along all lowveld roads. Seasonal fruits include
avocados, oranges, mangoes, macadamia nuts,
bananas, naartjies and many more. The stalls
provide a useful service to both travellers and self
catering visitors.

Accommodation
There are over one thousand service providers in
the tourism accommodation industry in
Mpumalanga making it impossible to list all with
the appropriate contact details.

The main accommodation categories are listed
with an indication of the probably price in terms of
the scale 1 t0 5

Hotels 4
Guesthouses 3 
Private game reserve lodges 5
Bed and Breakfast establishments 2 
Self catering facilities  2
Camping, backpacker 1

Mpumalanga tourism  information offices located
in all the major centres will willingly assist in
arranging suitable accommodation for visitors.
(See listing on page31

At certain times of the year accommodation
within the Kruger National Park is difficult to obtain.
Visitors should then contact the tourism information
office nearest to the entrance gates of  choice to

arrange ‘out of park’ accommodation which is
generally plentiful. 

Mpumalanga Tourism and Parks Agency
Hall’s Gateway on the N4

NELSPRUIT
Tel: 013 752 7001 - Fax: 013 752 7012

Email: mtanlpsa@cis.co.za
Website: www.mpumalanga.com

District Tourism Offices

Ehlanzeni District 
Mpumalanga Lowveld and Escarpment

Nelspruit Information Office
Tel: 013 755 1988 - Fax: 013 750 1073

Nkangala District
Northwest Bushveld and Highveld.

Middelburg Information Office 
Tel: 013 243 2253 - Fax: 013 243 1923

Gert Sibande District
Southern and Central Grass & Wetlands

Ermelo Information Office
Tel: 017 819 4707 - Fax: 017 819 4709

Experience the best of international cuisine at the
many fine restaurants across the province. South
African wines and specialities.

Aerial view of the Sabi River Sun golf course

Emnotweni Casino - Riverside Complex - Nelspruit
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Mpumalanga Community
Information Centres
Amajuba Publicity Association, Volksrust. 
Tel:  017 734 6100
Assegaai Tourism Ass’n, Piet Retief. 
Tel:  017 826 5477
Badplaas Tourist Information, Badplaas. 
Tel:  017 844 1630
Barberton Tourist Information Bureau, Barberton. 
Tel:  013 712 2880
Big Five Country Tourism Lowveld
013 737 8191
Belfast Visitors Information Centre, Belfast. 
Tel:  013 253 0408
Carolina Tourist Information, Carolina. 
Tel:  083 450 1563
Cosmos Country Tourism Centre, Secunda. 
Tel:  017 620 6282
Chrissiesmeer Information, Chrissiesmeer. 
Tel:  017 847 0051
Dullstroom Accommodation, Dullstroom. 
Tel:  013 254 0020
Dullstroom Reservations, Dullstroom. 
Tel:  013 254 0254
Ermelo Tourism Office, Ermelo. 
Tel:  017 819 4707
Golden Monkey - Big 5 Reservations, Sabie. 
Tel:  013 737 8191
Graskop Info & Reservations, Graskop. 
Tel:  013 767 1833
Graskop Panorama Central Reservations, Graskop. 
Tel:  013 767 1377
Hazyview Panorama Information Office, Graskop. 
Tel:  013 737 7414
Info Tour - Witbank (Emalahleni) Witbank.
Tel:  013 656 2327
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Komatipoort Information Centre, Komatipoort.
Tel:  013 793 7218
Kruger Park South Info Office, Malelane. 
Tel:  013 790 1193
Kruger Safaris Information Office, Hazyview. 
Tel:  013 737 6661
Lowveld Tourism (Nelspruit), Nelspruit. 
Tel:  013 755 1988
Lowveld Tourism (White River), White River. 
Tel:  013 750 1073
Mac Mac Panorama Safaris & Info, Graskop. 
Tel:  013 764 2376
Middelburg Tourism Information Centre, Middelburg. 
Tel:  013 243 2253
Milly’s Rainbow Flies & Tackle, Machadodorp. 
Tel:  013 256 9392
Mpumalanga Tourism @ KMIA, Nelspruit. 
Tel:  013 750 2136/7
Origins Tourism Association, Barberton. 
Tel:  013 712 5055
Pilgrim’s Rest Information Centre, Pilgrim’s Rest. 
Tel:  013 768 1060
Proudly Dullstroom, Dullstroom. 
Tel:  013 254 0814
SA Reservations, Mpumalanga, Nelspruit. 
Tel:  013 752 8283
Sabie-Panorama Info Office, Graskop. 
Tel:  013 764 1125
Trips SA - Reservations & Information, Sabie. 
Tel:  013 764 1177 
Wakkerstroom Tourism Office, Wakkerstroom. 
Tel:  017 730 0606

Community centres have been established
throughout the province for the purpose of

providing local information and booking services
to incoming visitors.

These centres are available to assist in all possible
ways and will ensure that your visit to our province

is as enjoyable as possible.
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